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Mike Millin, Chair August 2003 Sue McKinnell, Editor 

http://rscds-chicago.org 

   

Class News: Loch Mich dancing starts Sunday, September 7, 6:00–8:30 p.m., at St. Josaphats Parish Hall Gym on the southeast corner 

of Belden and Southport, Chicago, IL.  Silk and Thistle classes continue every Tuesday evening at 7:30 p.m. in the American Legion 

Hall in Geneva.  Fall dates for ScotReel are September 25, October 2, 16, & 23, November 6 & 20, and December 4 & 11, 7:30-9:00 
p.m. 

 

Fall Open House: The Fall Open House is Sunday, September 21st at St. Josaphats Parish Hall.  Fall sessions this year will be a mix 
of classes and social dancing.  See Melissa Whitson’s article in this edition of The Blethers. Come dance and bring friends and 

acquaintances that you think might like to try Scottish Country Dancing! 

 
Summer Dancing in Oak Park: There is one summer dance session left: Thursday, August 28th at the Dole Center in Oak Park, 7:00-

8:45 p.m.  The Dole Center is at 255 Augusta, two blocks west of Austin at Cuyler, between Chicago and Division.  The dance studio 

is on the top floor at the back of the building. 
 

The Blethers: This edition of The Blethers is sent not only to Branch members, but all who have expressed an interest in Scottish 

Country Dancing to give you an idea of what it contains and encourage you to join in the dancing and Branch activities.  There is a 
membership form included in case you wish to sign up for Branch membership and reduced class fees. 

 

New Branch URL: You may have noticed in the masthead that the Branch now has a more-easily remembered website URL: rscds-

chicago.org  This URL is forwarded, so it will automatically translate to the real location of the website, currently midwestnet.com.  

Your current bookmarks will work, but you should change them to match the new URL in case we ever need to move the website. 

 
Frolic on the Fox: Silk and Thistle’s Frolic on the Fox 8 will be Saturday, October 4th 7:30 p.m. at the Baker Community Center, 101 

South Second St., St. Charles, IL.  The musicians are “O’er the Border.” The dance program is included in this newsletter; cheat sheets 

will be up on the website soon. You may call Doug Jensen at (630) 840-8194 or Mady Newfield at (630) 584-0825 for more 
information. 

 

Demo Team Events: The Demo team would like to invite you to their upcoming demos: Monday, September 1st, Fox Valley Folk 
Festival in Geneva, IL at 1:30 (dancing three dances to the vocal music of Navan during their main stage set), 2:30 p.m. (dancing two 

dances during the main stage set of Cooper, Nelson, and Early), and 3-4 p.m. (an SCD teaching workshop with music by the 

musicians listed above) – this should be wonderful!; Saturday, September 13th at Celtic Fest, Grant Park, Chicago, IL at 12:45 p.m. 
It’s always nice to see a familiar face in the audience!  Also planned is dancing at the Museum of Science and Industry during their 

Christmas Around the World celebration in late November – early December.  Check the website for details. 

 
Semi-Annual General Meeting: The Branch will hold its Semi-Annual General Meeting on Sunday, November 2nd at St. Josaphats at 

6:00 p.m.  The main item on the agenda will be review and approval of the treasurer’s report.  The proposed change to the Loch Mich 

classes is also on the agenda. You must be a member of the Chicago Branch to vote on official business at the meeting, but all are 
welcome to attend. 

 

Membership Form: The 2003 Branch membership form is enclosed with this edition of The Blethers.  None of the rates have 
changed.  If you have questions, contact Mike Millin, Carlyn Bromann, or any other member of the COM. 

 

2003 New Year’s Ball: The 2004 New Year’s Banquet and Ball is scheduled for Saturday, January; the Tea Dance for Sunday, 
January 11t. Contact Jeanne Millin at (847) 446-6591 (scotfarquhar@msn.com) or Gwen or Sven Leyffer at (630) 963-8126 

(Leyffer@mcs.anl.gov) for more information. Dance details and instructions will be available on the Branch website.  The Loch Mich 

class on January 4th, 2004 will be a Ball walkthrough. 
 

Holiday Party: The Branch will hold a Holiday Party on Sunday, December 21st at St. Josaphats at 6:00 p.m.  Mark your calendars! 

 
Weekend Workshop 2004: The Branch has encountered significant difficulties in planning a 2004 Weekend Workshop.  Stronghold 

is unavailable for any of the preferred weekends.  Thus, it is necessary to find an alternate location.  Various interested Branch 
members are working on this issue.  Other members are welcome and invited to help.  If anyone knows of a potentially suitable 

location, please contact a member of the COM, Mady Newfield (madynewfld@aol.com), or Sue McKinnell. (suem18@att.net). 
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FROM THE BRANCH COMMITTEE OF MANAGEMENT (Mike Millin): The COM is pleased with the way the year 

progressed.  We had a good mix of new and experienced dancers at all Branch events and from all branch locations and we all enjoyed 
the joint Spring Dance effort with the Evanston group.  There were regularly two full sets in attendance at each of the locations for 

weekly classes and dancing. 

The 2003 workshop went very well.  The number of participants for the weekend was sufficient to cover the cost of bringing in 
musicians and teachers from across the country. 

The successful demonstration and dance participation tent at the Illinois Highland games provided a list of potential new dancers, who 

have been contacted with a welcoming e-mail and/or mailing.  Several of these dancers showed up for Summer Dancing at Oak Park, 
where attendance was sufficient to support the effort with enthusiasm.  Unfortunately because of the difficulties of scheduling an 

acceptable location for the summer, there was a conflict with regular International dancing on the scheduled Thursday nights and some 

of our regular dancers were forced to choose between the two. 

Weekly dancing will resume at St. Josaphat’s on Sept 7.  Silk and Thistle will continue to dance at Geneva on Tuesdays until a final 

decision is made regarding the availability of Fermilab and ScotReel will start up again on Sept 25.  Special events include 

demonstration dancing at Celtic Fest, which we hope will provide additional dancers for an Open House at St. Joes on Sept 21. 

The Frolic on the Fox will take place on Oct 4.  The New Years Ball and Tea Dance are scheduled for Jan 10 and 11, 2004. 

Scheduling for the 2004 Weekend Workshop is presenting some interesting challenges.  The venue we used for the last several years, 

Stronghold, is not available on any of the weekends in which we are interested.  As a result, we are considering a non-residential 
workshop as well as the traditional residential workshop that we have hosted in recent years, which has been focused on dancers from 

the greater Chicago area and dancers in reasonable driving distances.  An outline of particulars will be available with a request for 

membership assistance in locating a suitable venue for spring ‘04.  The core organizers in the Madison Branch and Milwaukee groups 
will also be contacted to see if they are interested in assisting the Chicago Branch in locating a venue and in participating in the 

organization and execution of the workshop. 

We continue to support the effort to publish The Blethers and intend to provide more information regarding branch activities as part of 
it.  Additionally we are inviting membership is to provide “personal interest” stories that relate to their dancing experience, e.g., 

accounts of workshops or classes they attend outside of the Chicago area as well as any special events, i.e. the recent workshop for 

local teachers. 

The branch has decided to support the Glass Slipper Project, which is a charitable concern that accepts donations of gently used ball 

gowns and formal dress accessories and makes them available to low-income high school girls who need prom dresses.  The Glass 
Slipper boutique is operated in March and April.  Information regarding the project will be published later in the year. 

We are fortunate to have one of our teachers, Noel Chavez, as a member of the Teachers Association of Canada (TAC) Strategic 

Planning Committee.  She will provide information that is of interest to the branch via The Blethers. 

One of the essentials for our continued success and the attraction of new dancers is ongoing publicity.   Mady Newfield will be 

heading up the effort this year and has already produced a revised the Branch publicity brochure.  This brochure was distributed at the 

Highland Games and continues to be distributed at RenFaire during the demo team performances.  Mady is looking for assistance in 
placing these flyers in local libraries, dance studios, publications, etc.  We look for membership assistance in giving her addresses and 

names of contacts at local publications, as well as contacts and places willing to get the word about Scottish Country Dancing out to 

the dancing community and potential new dancers. 

We are all preparing for another exciting year and appreciate the efforts that all the dancers have contributed hope they can continue to 

support us in the many ways that they have in the past.  In addition to serving on committees, one of the ways is to provide 

transportation to regular classes and special events for the dancers, who do not have cars and for whom there is no local transportation 
option. 

Finally we would like to thank the outgoing COM members, Katherine Andrefsky and Liz Stake, for their efforts and support. 

Loch Mich Changes (Melissa Whitson): At a recent meeting, the teachers were discussing ways to keep interest high in SCD and to 
build our group's sense of local dance community.  Consequently, an experiment has been devised for the classes at St. Joe's that will 

affect the schedule starting this October.  The September schedule will be treated differently as it contains the welcome back-open 

house.  Feedback from all dancers regarding the changes is welcome and this is planned to be a discussion topic at the Semi-annual 
General Meeting on November 2. 

Here are the changes: 

On the second Sunday of each month, the session will be a social.  Dancers can expect an opportunity to dance and socialize with no 
teaching.  Any dances that are less familiar to the majority of the people present will be walked - but the focus will largely be on 

approachable, fun dances.  At the end of these evenings there will be an informal tea. Interested non-teachers can lead these sessions - 

just contact Tom Senior (through November 16) or Mel Whitson (November 23 through January).  The anticipated dates for the first 
three socials are: October 12, November 9, and December 14. 

The other change is that the third Sunday of every month will be designated a special topics evening.  Topics will vary widely - some 

possibly samples are: dances by a specific devisor, Highland steps for Scottish Country dancers, lesser known figures (tourbillon, 
espagnole, etc.), polish of fundamental steps, step transitions, tunes by a specific composer, composing new dances.  The first session 

will be presented by Tom Senior on October 19 and the topic will be dances by Ron Wallace.  The anticipated dates for the first three 

special topic nights are: October 19, November 16, January 18. 

The teachers hope everyone will join in and try these changes out. 
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Publicity efforts need YOUR help (Mady Newfield): Scottish country dancing is social dancing. To be able to do it at all, you need 

a set of people. It is more fun if there is more energy and more participation. Getting the word out  is an essential and continuous need 
for any recreational dance group. 

As Publicity Chair for the Branch, I am coordinating efforts to improve the public’s awareness of the availability and attractiveness! of 

our Branch classes. I am anxious to have help in this endeavor, and believe that each of you who dances would be able to make a 
contribution. 

I’ve provided some of my ideas below and invite –- no, entreat and beg –- you to add your own suggestions. 

I am looking for: 
1) ideas and suggestions of kinds of “contact” to make with potential dancers out there.  

We have made a new yellow trifold flyer aimed at attracting newcomers. It lists contact information for all the various regional 

groups. I’d like to see this distributed widely, to any place where you think folks interested in trying out Scottish country dancing 
might pick it up.  

For events like the open house at St. Joe’s, we can send press releases to local newspapers or to local radio stations to be included in 

community listings, or maybe even in an actual story (!)  
We can make calls or write letters or e-mail to folks who express interest at the Games or other festivals.  

We can also do “follow-up” messages for newcomers – encouraging them to return after their first time at a group. 

We will also continue to do demonstrations at events like the Celtic Fest, where we can show people how much fun our dancing is, not 
just tell them about it. 

2) ideas and suggestions of where to take these flyers or send these press releases.. 

I’m not familiar with many parts of the city and the local area, so I need you to let me know places where potential dancers might 
congregate – from coffeehouses, to community centers, to health clubs to libraries, to ???  I also need the names of local papers which 

might publish our listing, especially those smaller papers which offer free local event listings and are often looking for “filler” 

material; or the names of radio stations which have event listings.  If it’s possible for you to get a phone number or an email address of 
a specific contact person, all the better.  
3) help --- in actually carrying flyers to community locations, or in making personal phone calls.  The more we can save on postage, 

the better, and the more you can actually make a personal request that flyers get displayed, the better. (When you mail things off, you 
have little idea what happen to them).  Also talking up dancing with friends and co-workers, encouraging them to come and try it,---

every bit helps. 
If we put the whole Scottish dance community into this effort, we can increase our numbers, and our energy, and have more fun! 

Please let me know what YOU can do or what ideas YOU have.  Call me at (630) 584-0825 (daytimes are best, and there is an 

answering machine to leave a message on). Or e-mail me at MadyNewfld@aol.com.  Many thanks! 
 

Workshop for potential teachers offers many lessons (Mady Newfield+): On a brilliant Saturday in June, one week after the 

weekend workshop, a dozen of us spent the day inside at the Winnetka Community House, in a thankfully air-conditioned mirrored 
room, working much harder than we had the weekend before, in my opinion. Rather than just dancing, we were learning to teach 

Scottish country dancing, and even for a seasoned teacher of other kinds of dance, as I am, this was an extremely useful experience. I 

have collected thoughts from a few of the participants to report here on the proceedings. 
Mel Whitson and Barbara Cool had organized a densely packed day of activities, presented according to a careful schedule. Mel 

described it well: 

“We wanted to provide a safe and supportive atmosphere for individuals to try a bit of teaching.  For more experienced teachers, the 
objective was to let them practice in that environment and receive constructive feedback.  The workshop was open to individuals who 

were potentially interested in teaching or already held a preliminary pass from the RSCDS. 

It was a very full day of activities, including exercises in teamwork, the polishing of individual steps, and development of observation 
skills.   
“Each participant took turns presenting a previously received teaching assignment.  Assignments consisted of either figures or steps 

and figures.  Individuals holding preliminary passes were assigned a whole dance to teach.  As each teacher presented their lesson 
plan, the other participants took the part of students and the entire group provided feedback to the practice teachers. 

A partial grant was received from the Teachers' Association of Canada to help underwrite the cost of a hall with mirrors, wood floors, 

and air conditioning.  This kept the cost very nominal.” 
Noel Chavez commented: “A couple of the things that struck me most were the level of individualization that Mel and Barbara put 

into the preparation.  Their lessons were great role models of how to approach a SCD lesson from a teacher's point of view, and the 

addressing of our individual technique issues in the lessons was great.  The other point was the amazing amount of apparently 
untapped teaching talent that exists within the group of people who attended--very exciting.” (Mel also remarked on this.) 

John McCormick reflected on his anxiety and how it was there even in a situation where the teachers and learners were all familiar – 

something true for all of the participants. But he said “The experience at the workshop helped me during the candidate course and 
examinations” (which he successfully completed later in the summer). 
My own reaction included being grateful for the chance to observe and reflect on the whole process of teaching, both as learner and 

teacher, since we were all asked to experience activities from both sides. One of the most salient points offered by our instructors was 
how to be positive in teaching – to comment first on the good points and offer critique without any sense of the negative, only 

constructively. 

It was a long and surprisingly exhausting day, but one that opened new avenues and insights. To use Noel’s words which many others 
echoed, “Mel and Barbara deserve our hearty thanks for their planning, preparation and excellent teaching.” 
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RCSDS Chicago Branch 2003-2004 Schedule 

Silk & Thistle class meets American Legion, Geneva Every Tuesday 7:30 p.m. 

Fox Valley Folk Festival demo, Geneva Monday, 9/1 1:30 & 2:30 p.m. 

Loch Michigan Class starts, St Josaphats Hall Sunday, 9/7 6:00 p.m. 

Chicago Celtic Fest demo, Grant Park Saturday, 9/13 12:45 p.m. 

Chicago Branch Open House Sunday, 9/21 6:00 p.m. 

ScotReel fall classes begin Thursday, 9/25 7:30 p.m. 

Fall Dance: Frolic on the Fox 8, St. Charles Saturday, 10/4 7:30 p.m. 

Milwaukee Halloween Dance Saturday 10/25 

Semi-Annual General Meeting, St. Josaphats Sunday, 11/2 6:00 p.m. 

Chicago Branch Holiday Party, St. Josaphats Sunday, 12/14 6:00 p.m. 

NY Ball Walkthrough, St. Josaphats Sunday, 1/4 6:00 p.m. 

2003 New Year’s Ball Saturday, 1/10/04 

2003 Tea Dance Sunday, 1/11/04 

Iowa Ball Saturday – Sunday, 5/7-5/9 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Frolic on the Fox 8 Program 

Waltz 

Thor’s Hammer 32J2 (6X) McKinnell Leaflet 

Loch Leven Castle 32R2 (6X) Book 21 #3 

Bob Campbell 32S3 Drewry: Canadian Book 

Sleepy Maggie 32R3 Book 11 #5 

The Nurseryman 32J3 Book 37 #7 

The Minister on the Loch 32S3 (Set) Goldring: 24 Graded and Social Dances 

The Reel of the 51
st
 Division 32R3 Book 13 #10 

Interval 

Gae Gordons 

La Bastringue 

The Flirtation Hornpipe 32H4 (Set) Wallace Leaflet 

1314 64S/64R4 

(Square) 

Drewry: Rondel Book 

The Snake Pass 32J3 Churnside: Life Begins at Forty 

Argyll Strathspey 32S3 Book 35 #3 

Bratach Bana 32R3 Drewry: Bon Accord Book 

MacDonald of the Isles 32S3 (Set) Haynes: Carnforth Collection 2 

The Deil Amang the Tailors 32R3 Book 14 #7 

Waltz 
 
 

 

 

I pulled the following off the web.  After driving in Scotland for 2 weeks, this seemed appropriate. 
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An exercise in driving in circles 
 

Imagine you are driving in England and are already 

confused enough  

because you have to drive on the left. 

Then you see this sign: 

 

and you ask yourself: What am I headed for now?  

After a few yards you then come to... 
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Like a magic carrousel! 
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Beyond this one at Cirencester there are supposed to be 

3 more in England:  

In Swindon, in London and Cardiff, near Southampton. 

 

You are supposed to go around the center island in the 

other direction  

than you do around the outer ones. 
 

The English are CRAZY !!! 
 


