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2001 Annual General Meeting: This is official notice, pursuant to the Constitution and by-laws
of the Chicago Branch of the Royal Scottish Country Dance Society, that the Annual General
Meeting will be held on Sunday, May 20. The meeting will be held in the parish hall at St.
Josaphat's Church, Belden and Southport, Chicago, Illinois, starting at 6:00 p.m. The main item
on the agenda will be the election of a new Committee of Management. You must be a member
of the Chicago Branch to vote at the meeting (but others interested in the Branch are invited to
attend). We will also discuss the RSCDS plan for reorganizing the Society as voted on by the
Executive Council May 11 (see details below).

2001 Weekend Workshop: If you have not yet signed up for the 2001 Weekend Workshop, you
still have time to do so. The Workshop will be held Friday, June 8 — Sunday, June 10 at
Stronghold, a conference/retreat center located in Oregon, IL. Duncan & Maggie Keppie from
Nova Scotia are the weekend teachers, and the Branch’s own Barbara Cool will teach an
advanced technique class. In addition to classes on Scottish Dance technique, there will be a
musician’s workshop and classes on Cape Breton Step Dance, mouth music, and the History of
Scottish Dance. You should have received an application in the mail, but if you didn’t or have
misplaced yours, you can download one from the branch webpage or you can contact Noel
Chavez at noel.chavez@uic.edu or (708) 848-9218.

Weekend Goodies: The all-important snack committee is in need of folks to help with the food at
workshop parties on both Friday and Saturday nights, after the dances. If you can help either of
those nights, and/or if you can bring treats, please contact Carlyn Bromann at 630-469-6029 (or
Carlyn_(@msn.com - there is an underscore at the end of “Carlyn”) to sign up. Thanks.

Summer Dancing: There will be summer dancing at the Oak Park Fox Center on Fridays starting
at 7:00 p.m. Noel Chavez has graciously agreed to lead the dancing again this year. Dates for
dancing are June 22, July 6, July 20, August 10, and August 24. The Fox Center is in Oak Park at
the NE corner of Oak Park Ave. and Jackson Blvd. To get there take the Eisenhower (1290) to
the Harlem exit and turn north (L from the west, R from the east). Take the first right onto
Jackson and drive several blocks to Oak Park Ave. (Jackson twists and turns a bit). Park on the
street and enter the building to find dancing.

Additional Up-coming events:

e Saturday, June 16™ - The 15" Annual Highland Games at the Oak Brook Polo Grounds; look
for the Branch table and come watch the demo team at 3:00 p.m.

e Sunday, September 16" - Celtic Fest downtown Chicago; the demo team will dance at noon.

e Saturday, September 29" — Midlothian Scottish Fair

e Sunday, September 30" — Fall dance with Elke Baker providing live (and wonderful!) music.
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RSCDS Proposed Changes: Many of you should have received a copy of the proposed changes
that were voted on at the RSCDS Executive Council meeting this past weekend. In general, the
leaders of the Society see a need to change the way the Society is organized. In addition, there is
a severe cash flow problem that needs to be addressed. Three proposals were presented to the
Executive Council: 1) continue as at present with members working through Branches rather than
directly, but with more Branch delegates; 2) move to having membership managed by HQ and all
notifications sent directly to members rather than through Branches; 3) a two-tier plan with
people opting for expensive full membership through HQ and direct access, or less-costly
membership through Branches. The vote on May 11 was to determine which of these options
would be presented to the AGM in the November for final vote. The results of the voting were
that option 1 was selected, closely followed by option 3 (59-55 on the second ballot). HQ
solicited comments from the membership and listened (read?) what was sent to them; those
comments figured into the final selection. They are again soliciting member input as there is
recognition that even though selected, option 1 is far from ideal; for example it does not address
the main issue prompting the reorganization (Objective 10: to establish a management structure
for the Society that will give clear leadership, respond to members’ wishes and operate
efficiently). And nothing is actually changed unless and until the vote next fall. If you wish to
comment, visit the HQ website (www.rscds.org) and send them email — yes, they do read it!

SCD Mouse Pads: RSCDS Cincinnati is offering Scottish Country Dancing Mouse Pads. Visit
their website for further information: http://www.rscdscincinnati.org/index2.html.

From a Backpacker Magazine (04/01 issue) equipment review (thanks Mary Ellen!):
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