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Roral Scottish Country Dance Sociely, Chicago Branch August 1988
Blethers
Chari Wurtzel, President Kenneth Schoon, Editor

Classes resume September i1kh. a2 will continue ko dance at the Fow Center in Oak
Fark for at least a few more months., Hopedully w»ou have received a $1yer about the
locatien in. the mail., Please plan to arrive for class at 4311% in order to change
shoes, greet friends, and be ready to dance promptiy at 4130,

Dues are now due'! But then wou Knew that alreadvy. <{Expediency |s appreciated.)

Bfficers for 1PEB-897 were elected st the Annual Germeral Mesting last May., Ther are
chairman, Chari Wurdzel; treasuner, Noel Chavez; secretary, Kent Smith; Members at
large,; Ingrid Kendall, Ann Lindsey, and Bill Moarhead.

Bramch members appornted to specific dufies include:

Blethers editor: Ken Schoon Auction coocrdinatar: Ann Wood
Membership coordinator: Barb Elbis Fecord collection: 8ill Maorhead
October dance chairt John Codline Tape collection: Ingrid Kendall
Mew Year Ball chair: Ken Schoon Workshop chair: Ingrid Kendall
Beginners’ Workehop chair: Bill Moorhead Librariant Catherine Blair
Publicity coordinator: Pat Garigues Tea coordinator: Kent Tellaw!t

Branch class teachers this wear will be rotated. There will be fgur teaching
sessions With different teachers for each sezsion, This fall they will be Ingrid
Kendall and Kent Smith (September - Octoberd, and Barbarz Ellis and Bill Moorhezd
(November - December), One unannounced Sunday each seszion will be & social damce.

Mew dancers are especially welcome 2t the beginning of each session.

Demonstration team instructors this vear will be David and dvril Guarris.

International Culture Festiwal in Hammond is September [0th and 11th this year. Our
demanstration team will be on the "main stage" at 2:30 p.m. on Saturdav.

The Sisters Dorcas and Letitia Reunion Dance and potluck prenic alsa on September

10th will ke at the DeKewen Foundation in Racline, Wisconsin,

Beginners® Workshop will be September 17th at 2:00 a.m. at 5t. Luke’s Scheol in River
Forest., Tickets are $&4.00 in advance or B8.00 at the door. We are very pleased
that Morma EBriggs, from Madison, Wisconsin, will D¢ our inztructor, For maore
information contact Bill Moorhead at B4B-2332.

Alasdair Fraser, a very well Known Scottich fiddler, will be perferming & recital at
the Glendora House in Chitago Ridge, on October 2nd. Tickets are $10.00 which
includes the recital, country dance, and buéfet supper, A brochure €. enclosed,
Flease send a check for your reservation to Mary Srown as soon as possible,

The gourmet dinner ko benefit last Japuarw':z suction was held dpril 2Erd. The lucky
diners were Awril and Dave Busrrie, Jeanette and Ken Farrott, and Ann and Hank
liood, Ann  Lindsey wids the ogracious hostess, The dinner was elegant and
delightfully cerved by Charl Wertzel and Moel Chavez. Both the diners. ang the
workers had a2 wonderful time.
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The #Auction this year has. been set for povember &th, Qur chairman, Ann Wood,
suggests that we start thinking about how we might best serve the group and help us
get over the %]1,000.00 mark. It"s easy i+ everybody helps. We will nesd more
guests if we are going to continue to grow and be successful, Therefore a prize
(two tickets to next January’'s MNicht Wi’ Burnzd will be given to the member whg
brings the most pueste, Home baked goods aré alwave a good avction item. Seme
tem= can be baked mow and frozen umtif the awction., (The gourmet dinner was our
biggest item last wear.) Call Anm with any ideas. GStart putting together &l your
white elepants and clever ideas now and avoid & last minute panic!

Call for Original Damces: s we hope to publish 5 bookiet of dinces in honor &f our
Loth amniversary in 1990, our branch it holding a competition for new dances,
Members should submit dances te cur secretary by October let, There are
quidelines, =so ask if interected. Five dances (that vyeur editor is sware of) haue
been written by or for members of our group, perhaps more! Two of them are:

=

Hany Happy Returns, a 32 bar etrathspey for 3 couples, devised by Mel Briscoe te
note the departure of Martin Mulligan 4rom Chicago and the baginning of a new phase
pf his caregr |in Mewfoundland. It was first taught and danced at the Chicago
Branch WeeKend al Lake Geneva Tast Junz. It was then taught and danced at Winter
School im Syndey, Avstralia, in July.

Trip to Japan & 32 bar reel for 3 couples, dévieed By Inarid Kendall to celebrate
the wisit of the Schoont to ODsaka, Japan, this month. It wa=s first taught and
danced at Osaka, dugust Zlst.

Martin Mulligan s new address: Department of Biochemistry
Memorlal University of Hewdouwndland
=t John e, Newfoundland, Canhada S 3xR

Kathlesn Grant Proudfoot, daughier of Laura and Jimmie Proudfoot was born May 7th,
I#¥8E. Bhe made her Branch debut Mar 2=t at the going-away party for Martin, &
wirm welcome to Kathleen and congratulations ta the proud parents.

Highland dance competitiont Our two branch |ife-members competed in Highland Gamae
this summer and did guite well, Congratulatieons are in store for:

Jacob Schoon, who won three first place awards (technique, Fling, and Sward) at the
Milwaukee pames; and a firet place 1n the Sword at the Chiczoo Games ., Jake
competed in the primary class=--age & and under,

Yoshifume Yukishige, who placed first in the Sword Dance at the Tokyo Highland
Games. Yoshi competes in the open competition,

Trawgling around the world:

Aur | Dave, and Ralf Wuarrie tacoht and dznced in Brisbane, fustralia, then cpent
a week at Winter School near Sydney where they taught one day’s session Cincluding
Many Happ» Feturme) While camping Yater inm Mew Zealand, ther danced with & group
after hearimg an announcement of the class on local radic. Raltd was earlier in
Germany and danced with the Hamburao group.

Ben, Peg, and Jacob Schoon visited with Yoshi and Hathy Yukishige in DOsaka this
summer. A highliaht of their trip wias dancing with the Deaka area SC dancers.
Icip to Japan, written for the occasion by [ngrid Kendall, was taught., Kathy and
feshi plan to be in Massachusetts for Christmas and in the Chicdgo area in January.

fénn Wood, &%t press time, was in Scoflamad wiziting relatives and frionds.
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Mewlyweds, Barb and John Ellis sent the fallowing:
Dear Evervone, Thank youw so much for bhe coffee grinder, coffee maker and the beautiful azales plamt!
We“we spent many pleazant evenings reldxing weth freshly mace coffee and the azalea is flouriching (ils
blooms perfectly matched the beantiful momento Ingrid stitched for ws.) We particularly want to thank
all of you for rour oood wiches and for the friendship and comeadeship we’ve enjoved, both fron the
deme team (who made our wedding a never-to-be-forgotten event!) and from each and every wonderdul

menber of the Chicago Branch. Love, Barb and John.
A _Real Secottish Experience: The following is reprinteéd from Tartan Times, the

newsletter for the Scottish Country Dancers in Osaka. Perhaps many of our members
can relate to Its descriptions. It was written by one of their new members,

I attended the Scottish Society Farty which was keld in the evening of May 21 al the Tokvo émerican
Clubs I was not sure whether I coufd dance at swch a party eince | ¢till cannot do the ‘reed of thres®
and many other thinge correctly, Many people encoursged e to go by saring, "You will have fun, so
let”s go together,” T believed what they said and | collected ny courage in making up my mind ko ga.
T was totally wneore what was geing to happen. The only sore thing was that 1 was poing to dance
enlese ! tripped and feil.

kihen T was walking to the American Club, my heart was Deating so quitkiy. 1 felt a bit relieved to see
familiar taces of the Blue Bell Socrety with whom | had practiced nerd tooether in the beginners® class
al Tateshina. At the party the ladies were in leng white evening dresses with Tartan sashes hanging
from their shoulgers znd the men were (n kilts, T felt Fike [ was in Scotland although 1 was speaking
if Japanese,

Before the dinner started, there wag & Kend of ceremony, but [ was net sure whether it was a Brpical
Scottich ceremony or what, Two men were speaking to sach ather in English o what [ guess was English,
becavte 1 undersiocd nothing but the words in which they hoped fo¢ good weather on the foblowing day,
The "ceremony” ended with & Haggis, & big savsage-Tike dish, cut into pieces.

T wac very much interested in whal dishes would be served as cooking, or | should ser eating, |5 one of

my main interests, The dinner was a rack of lasb, Kaggis, and teifte. After the dinner, the time for
the darce came.

T know 1 cannot dance without the help of the pecple arousd me, 4= i1 is always the case on the third
bundays. That evening, | was very nervous, but fortunateiy there were some songs | opracticed dencing
te before. T enjoved danting very mechy but onomy mind T was busy following the order of the steps o
as not ko make mictakes. Time passed so fast when dancing, At the end of the party all the
participants made one big circle, hand in hand and =ang “Auld Lang Syne® together. T felt so happy and
thanked the people who encouraged me %0 go.

The following day, the competition of Scottish sports was held at Sotobori Koen in Yotsuya. In the
field some big Scots and others were competing on how #ar they could theow a heawy ball and a big heawy
log. AL the same time @ Highland dance competition and Piping cempetition also took place, 1 felt
that @y legs would become paralized just looking at the pecple dancing the Highland damces. [ didnt
believe my legs could ever be that ckillful,

The weather was not good degpite the pray of the previcus night at the party. Only the ladies Higkland
Cance compebition was tinished tefore the rain started aroond the noon.  The rest of the competition
wag due to start 2t 7 pum. The rain became Reavier, and there appeared ponds of water on the stage,
but the contestants did not quit. They ignored khe Rezwey rain and comtinusd their dancing. They must
have the Scottish spirit. . . . Congratulations to Mr. [Yoshol Yukishige [and othersl. [ feel wery
progd that | am learning to dence from these escellent dancers.

Through these two dars | had a real Scottish swperience, 1 am &lready looking fowird to the nest
¥EAF'S party.
Mie®o Sozullj
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Branch Classes: Sunday evenings at 4:30 at the Fox Center, Oak Park, 111inois
Basic and advanced, Tea and light refreshments served at B:30.

Calendar:

September 4 Ho clase

September 10 International Culture Festlval Hammond, Indiana 10:00 to &:00
SCD demonstration at 2:30 p.m,

September 10 Sisters Dorcas and Letitia Reunion 2:00 Racine, Wisconsin

September 11 Classes Resume (Session 13 &:30 Fox Center, Dak Park

September 17 Beginners’ Workshop ¥:100 River Forest

Qdctober 2 Alasdzir Fraser Recital and Dance 2:30 Glendora House

October 22-23 Scottish Fair Irish=-fmerican Cultural Center

SC0 workshops all dav; demo at S5:30
Hovember & Auction i Session II begins

Movember 20 Semi-Annual General Meeting

Janvary 7 Mew Year Ball Glendora House, Chicago Ridge

Foral Sceottish Country Dance Society
Chicage Branch

K. J. Schoon

2010 Forest Auenue

Munster, Indiana 44321
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